REMOVING HPV vaccine is INVESTING IN HEALTH

In the fall of 2007, when the Ministry of Health decided to include Vaccine Human Papillomavirus in the Public Health System, more than ten thousand health professionals and several scientific associations disagreed and signed the manifest "REASONS FOR A moratorium on the use of HPV vaccine IN SPAIN." This move, unprecedented in its position and magnitude, questioned the opportunity cost of the program and expressed serious doubts about the HPV vaccines’ ability, efficiency and high price. While the existing prevention methods - screening with cytology - demonstrated high effectiveness and low cost, should still be practiced even in the vaccinated population.

It was argued that Spain is a country with a low incidence and mortality of cervical cancer, the vaccine is not effective against all carcinogenic serotypes, it is not known how long immunity (not yet known whether booster doses will be needed). Nevertheless ..., and from the beginning, the HPV vaccine was promoted to the public, as effective in preventing cervical cancer, a hypothesis that has not been demonstrated by the natural history of the disease, which takes 20 to 30 years to develop.

Moreover, when the vaccine became available, population studies documenting its safety were insufficient, so that once denounced by Diane Harper, a researcher of the vaccine and critical of the decision of intensive vaccination by its "experimental". Now, when we begin to understand the problems of safety of the vaccine, even with the opacity of health agencies, we know that Spain has reported 737 adverse effects until January 10, 2012, some very serious. However, complications do not seem to be an impediment for the Pharmaceutical Industry Ministry and currently contemplating extending the vaccine to children, which lacks rationality clinical, epidemiological and economic.

The association of families of girls with side effects from the vaccine (AAVP, born in Valencia) has repeatedly requested damage recognition, the incorporation of informed consent (on the evidence of serious complications) and finally removal of the vaccine from the NHS services portfolio. The recent death of a 13-year-old in Gijón, for a flare associated with the administration of the vaccine adverse event is the last, absolutely unacceptable from any consideration that can be done. What justification is there when children with a life ahead have to pay the price of a serious adverse reaction, to prevent a hypothetical cancer after 30 years?

We therefore call for professionals to adequately inform families before administering the vaccine and the Ministry of Health DEMAND the creation of a compensation fund for people who suffer side effects from vaccines, withdrawal HPV vaccine calendar girls - and therefore the extension no boys - for two reasons:

- For the unnecessary risks that the vaccine carries a young population, when preventive measures are available, effective and safe, such as cytology, condoms and sex education.

- For the unjustified costs posed to the NHS, while we suffer indiscriminate cuts that threaten the health benefits and committed equity.
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